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On March 18, the 53rd anniversary of the nationalization of Mexico's oil industry, President Salinas
announced the closing of the 18 de Marzo refinery, located in the Azcapotzalco suburb of Mexico
City. The shutdown came after several weeks of air pollution levels far higher than maximum
limits established by the World Health Organization. The refinery has long been described as
a major contributor to pollution in the Valley of Mexico. Petroleos Mexicanos (PEMEX) director
Francisco Rojas Gutierrez said that the cost of building a refinery elsewhere to replace the 18 de
Marzo will be in excess of $500 million. To offset the loss of the refinery's output, imports are to
be increased on a temporary basis, and production at other refineries increased. The 18 de Marzo
refinery accounted for 105,000 barrels per day of Mexico's total refining capacity of 1.4 million bpd.
The refinery closed on Monday supplied most refined fuels for the Mexico City area. The fate of
the approximately 5,200 workers at the plant was unclear. Alfonso Cipres Villareal, president of
the Mexican Ecological Movement, said that closing the refinery will reduce both hydrocarbon
and nitrogen oxide emissions by 50,000 metric tons a year, and that ozone levels are expected
to fall by 20%. He said environmentalists had called for the plant's closing for the past 10 years.
According to President Salinas, the 435-acre site will be razed and turned into a park. On March
19, PEMEX president Rojas said daily imports of 20,000 barrels of gasoline, and 10,000 units of fuel
oil are required to compensate for the closing. According to PEMEX reports, Mexico imported $850
million worth of petroleum products in 1990. Of the total, $682.6 million were spent on purchases of
gasoline and fuel oil. Rojas said the 18 de Marzo refinery site will be converted into a a storage and
distribution center for the metropolitan area. Construction of a new refinery elsewhere is to begin in
1992, he added. (Sources: Xinhua, EFE, 03/18/91; Notimex, AP, 03/18/91, 03/19/91; The Mexico City
News, El Nacional, El Financiero, Excelsior, Agence France- Presse, 03/19/91)
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